Draft article for the WONCA Newsletter

Why WONCA should align its Gaza response with its own values and bylaws
WONCA has spoken about Gaza and Palestine. It has issued a statement on the Israeli and Palestinian crisis, a broader statement on protecting health workers and patients in conflict settings, and supportive items related to Palestine and Gaza (1-5). Its September 2025 President’s message also presents accountability, equity, compassion, and the defence of health as a human right as guiding principles for WONCA’s leadership, and explicitly recognizes that attacks on health facilities and forced displacement strip people of care and dignity (6). These are important foundations. But they do not yet add up to a coherent organization-wide response to Israeli conduct in Gaza or to the public silence of the Israel Association of Family Physicians (7).
The bylaws explain why this matters institutionally as well as morally. WONCA’s mission includes respect for universal human rights, and its bylaws provide a process through which concerns may be raised where a member organization’s policy is no longer in accord with Article 4 (8). That means the question is not whether WONCA should become political, but whether it will apply its own values and procedures consistently when a member body remains silent in the face of extensively documented destruction of a health system (7,8).
Since September 2025, the evidence base has sharpened significantly. The UN Commission of Inquiry stated that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza, and the fuller report published in March 2026 reiterated findings of genocidal acts, genocidal intent, and state responsibility (9,10). WHO then reported in April 2026 that Gaza’s health system continued to deteriorate through 2025 despite ceasefires, with over 930 documented attacks on health care, all 36 hospitals damaged, and none operational in North Gaza by late December 2025 (11). A joint statement from national medical associations added that at least 94% of hospitals in Gaza had been damaged or destroyed and condemned the killing, detention, and abuse of healthcare workers (12).
In this context, general concern for all health workers everywhere is ethically necessary, but it cannot substitute for a proportionate institutional response to a case that has been so extensively documented. A global family medicine body that affirms accountability and human rights should be able to say clearly what is happening, ask its Israeli member body to clarify its position, and explain what professional standards require when silence persists (6-8).
The issue is therefore not simply whether WONCA should be more explicit. The issue is whether WONCA’s own language about accountability, equity, and health as a human right will have operational meaning when tested by Gaza.
Assoc. Prof. Shabir Moosa, former WONCA Executive Committee Member
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