Letter to the WONCA Executive Committee

Dear Members of the WONCA Executive Committee,
This letter is offered in a constructive spirit of support for WONCA’s leadership and values. WONCA has acknowledged suffering in Gaza and Palestine through a crisis statement, a broader conflict statement, and supportive items related to Palestine and Gaza (1-4). The September 2025 President’s message also affirms that accountability, equity, compassion, and the defence of health as a human right must guide WONCA’s leadership, and explicitly notes that conflict and war devastate health systems, that attacks on health facilities and forced displacement strip people of care and dignity, and that WONCA must remain a strong advocate for health as a fundamental human right (5). These statements matter. But taken together, they do not yet amount to a coherent organization-wide response that directly addresses Israeli conduct in Gaza or publicly clarifies WONCA’s expectations of the Israel Association of Family Physicians (6-8).
The bylaws strengthen this concern. WONCA’s mission includes defining and promoting its values, including respect for universal human rights, and its objectives include representing the consensus view of member organizations internationally (9). The bylaws also provide a mechanism by which a member organization may file a complaint where another member organization’s policy is no longer in accord with Article 4, with possible outcomes including warning, suspension, or expulsion (9). In light of those provisions, asking WONCA to clarify its expectations of the Israel Association of Family Physicians as one grounded in WONCA’s own constitutional framework (6,9).
Since September 2025, the evidentiary record has become even stronger. The UN Commission of Inquiry stated on 16 September 2025 that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza, and its fuller report published in March 2026 reiterated findings of genocidal acts, genocidal intent, and state responsibility (10,11). WHO’s report on the occupied Palestinian territory records catastrophic destruction and continued deterioration of Gaza’s health system through the end of 2025, including 71,271 people reported killed and 171,233 injured cumulatively by 31 December 2025, more than 930 documented attacks on health care from October 2023 to December 2025, damage to all 36 hospitals, and no hospitals operational in North Gaza by late December 2025 (12). A joint statement from national medical associations in October 2025 added that at least 94% of Gaza’s hospitals had been damaged or destroyed and that healthcare workers had been killed, detained, and abused (13).
In that context, the central concern is not only whether WONCA should use stronger language. The concern is whether WONCA’s stated commitments to accountability, equity, universal human rights, and protection of health care are being applied consistently when a member organization remains publicly silent in the face of overwhelming evidence (5,6,9).
A constructive next step for WONCA would be to move from fragmented acknowledgement to a coherent institutional response (14). Specifically, the Executive Committee is respectfully requested to consider the following:
Issue a Gaza-specific WONCA statement naming attacks on health facilities, obstruction of medical aid, starvation and siege conditions affecting care, and the destruction of primary care and hospital services as unacceptable violations of medical neutrality and international humanitarian law.
Publicly request that the Israel Association of Family Physicians clarify its position on attacks on healthcare workers, hospitals, clinics, patients, and civilians, and on the destruction of Gaza’s health system.
Publish a short implementation note outlining what practical steps WONCA has taken since its earlier statements, including communication with relevant member organizations and any follow-up in World Council processes.
Clarify whether continued silence from a member organization in the face of such evidence is compatible with WONCA’s mission, values, and bylaws.
This request is not made in a punitive spirit. It is made because WONCA’s own President has emphasized accountability and human rights as guiding values, and because the bylaws provide a framework for responding when member-organization conduct may conflict with WONCA’s mission (5,9).
With appreciation for WONCA’s leadership and with hope for further principled action.
Assoc. Prof. Shabir Moosa
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