Letter to the SAAFP

Dear Members of the SAAFP Board of Directors,
This letter is written in appreciation of the South African Academy of Family Physicians for adopting the 2025 AGM resolution on Palestine and for affirming that the Academy should speak on behalf of victims of the Palestinian genocide in the forums where it is present, including WONCA World Council (1,2). The communication from the SAAFP President also confirms that members of WONCA World Council have been contacted and that the scientific committee brief for the 2027 WONCA World Conference now includes the role of family physicians in conflict and war (1). These are significant and commendable steps.
The issue now is how to ensure that this mandate is pursued with sufficient clarity and grounding. WONCA’s President has affirmed that accountability, equity, compassion, and the defence of health as a human right should guide the organization’s leadership, and the bylaws provide a framework for addressing conduct by member organizations that may be inconsistent with WONCA’s mission and values (3,4). Yet WONCA has not yet produced a coherent institution-wide response addressing Israeli conduct in Gaza or the silence of the Israel Association of Family Physicians (IAFP) (5-12). SAAFP is therefore in an important position to ask WONCA not only for a stronger response on Gaza, but for one that is clearly aligned with WONCA’s own values and constitutional framework (3,4). This can include calling for the revocation of IAFP membership based on Clause 5.3.1.4 if it fails to support such a WONCA position within a period of specified period.
This concern has become more urgent because the evidentiary basis has strengthened materially since September 2025. The UN Commission of Inquiry stated that Israel has committed genocide in Gaza, and its fuller report reiterated that Israel has committed genocide and failed to prevent and punish it (13,14). WHO’s 2025 report on the occupied Palestinian territory records catastrophic destruction and continued deterioration of Gaza’s health system, more than 930 attacks on health care from October 2023 to December 2025, damage to all 36 hospitals, and no hospitals operational in North Gaza by late December 2025 (15). A joint statement from national medical associations in October 2025 also said that at least 94% of Gaza’s hospitals had been damaged or destroyed and condemned the killing, detention, and abuse of healthcare workers (16).
A request is therefore made that the Executive Committee consider publishing a short implementation roadmap for the Palestine resolution. Such a roadmap could include:
A summary of the exact requests already made by SAAFP to WONCA World Council and any responses received.
A timeline for further engagement with WONCA, including whether SAAFP intends to seek a formal discussion on WONCA’s response to Israeli conduct in Gaza and on the silence of the Israel Association of Family Physicians.
A plan for how the Academy will continue to raise this issue in its educational, policy, and advocacy work, including conference content and public communication.
Regular progress updates to members so that the Academy’s democratic processes remain visible and trusted.
This would help convert a principled Council AGM decision into a sustained organizational contribution. It would also strengthen the Academy internally by showing members how resolutions translate into action and how SAAFP intends to hold international bodies to the same ethical standards they publicly profess (2-4).
With appreciation for the work already done and with encouragement for the next phase of implementation.
Assoc. Prof. Shabir Moosa
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