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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Checklist/s for implementing a rural training pipeline applicable in various countries
	Chief Investigator’s name: Dr Belinda O’Sullivan, Research Fellow, 

Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Science

School of Rural Health, Bendigo
Phone: +61 427405030
Email: Belinda.OSullivan@monash.edu 
Co-investigator: A/Prof Bruce Chater, Secretary Wonca Working Party on Rural Practice and Associate Professor and Head of the Discipline - Rural and Remote Medicine, University of Queensland
Phone : +61 419674164
Email: bruce.chater@theodoreMedical.com.au

	


You are invited to take part in this study as part of a global Expert Reference Group. Please read this Explanatory Statement in full before deciding whether or not to participate. If you would like further information regarding any aspect of this project, please contact the researchers via the phone numbers or email addresses listed above.
What does the research involve?  This study aims to develop checklist/s for implementing rural pipelines in various countries and particularly to support low and middle income countries (LMIC). The rural pipeline relates to any strategy which is trying to develop the capacity, skills, scope and distribution of the rural workforce. 
This project is a contracted body of work funded by the World Health Organization and being conducted by the Wonca Working Party on Rural Practice with Monash University School of Rural Health. Participating will involve telling us (face to face, or via a questionnaire) about the rural training your country does and providing feedback on a draft checklist to support rural pipeline implementation in LMIC. This feedback will be gathered in three stages between 1 November and 15 December 2018. 
If you choose to participate after reading the explanatory statement, please complete the survey (either electronically via this link: https://monash.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5ySPL9NvnGkY4hD. Alternatively, you can arrange to provide feedback in a video-meeting or by phone by contacting Dr O’Sullivan at Belinda.osullivan@monash.edu. The data collection, whether by paper or face to face, will take approximately 20 minutes. If you need translation or interpreter services, Dr O’Sullivan can arrange this for you if you contact her Belinda.osullivan@monash.edu.
Why were you chosen for this research? We obtained your name and contact details as you are on the mailing list for people who are part of the World Organization of Family Doctors, on Rural and Remote Health journal global mailing list, through snowballing or because you are known to the research team. Consulting directly with LMICs is considered important to ensure that we are aware of any rural pipelines LMIC are using (potentially not published yet) and specifically to get the feedback of all country’s stakeholders on a checklist/s suited to a range of contexts.
Source of funding This project is funded by the World Health Organization and there are no conflicts of interest by the research team. Selected members of the Wonca Working Party on Rural Practice will form a Steering Committee and will work independently of the World Health Organization on the project.
Consenting to participate in the project and withdrawing from the research It is wholly your choice as to whether you participate in this study, by being on the Expert Reference Group and if you complete the questionnaire or arrange a meeting with us, your consent to the study will be implied. The data collected will be identifiable to you, your pathway and the country but your identifiable information will only be available to Dr O’Sullivan, Ms Bingham and A/Prof Chater. The rest of the Steering Committee and the World Health Organization will only see summary de-identified results. Your contact details will be needed so that we can consult you about the checklist. You have the right to withdraw from the project until the report writing commences (around 1 December 2018). The study includes all countries and different health worker disciplines.
If you choose not to participate, this will not have any implications for your ongoing involvement with the Wonca Working Party on Rural Practice, investment from the World Health Organization, or your training pathways.
Possible benefits and risks to participants 
This study will support the development of a checklist/s applicable as a learning tool and resource for implementing a rural training pipeline applicable in various countries. The only discomfort is the inconvenience of time you spend completing the questionnaire and reviewing the checklist. There are no foreseeable risks of harm or side-effects to you, as potential participants. 
Confidentiality
No transcription or third party services will assist with data analysis. All information will be summarised at the region level, with no individuals identifiable. 
Storage of data
Returned questionnaires or consultation data will be saved on password protected computers at the Monash University School of Rural Health, Bendigo Australia. Only the researchers at Monash University School of Rural Health will have access to the password. Any hard copy data will be stored in locked filing cabinets in locked office at this School. As per Monash guidelines, data will be destroyed after five years, or when it is longer needed. 
Use of data for other purposes 

This data will not be used for any other purposes than those outlined in this Explanatory Statement.  

Results

Results will be made available upon request from participants to Dr Pascal Zurn zurnp@who.int (Coordinator, Health Labour Market Unit, Health Workforce Development, World Health Organization) and shared/disseminated at the discretion of the World Health Organization, either as a summary report or Checklist in 2019. The results will be presented at a conference, and may be published as report for the World Health Organization or as a peer review manuscript. 
Complaints

Should you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to contact the Executive Officer, Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC):

	Executive Officer
Monash University Human Research Ethics Committee (MUHREC) 
Room 111, Chancellery Building D,
26 Sports Walk, Clayton Campus
Research Office
Monash University VIC 3800
Tel: +61 3 9905 2052
   Email: muhrec@monash.edu        Fax: +61 3 9905 3831 
	


Thank you,
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Dr Belinda O’Sullivan
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